
 

Dear Church Family & 
Friends,  
 

As I write my contribution  

to the July/August  

newsletter, my Weather  

Bug* thermometer on my  

computer says it's 86 

degrees at 8:30 in the  

morning!  We are experiencing some of the  

hottest weather thus far this summer season, 

and it's only June 28!  Summer is definitely  

here in full swing.   
 

Along with summer comes the emergence of  

produce stands along the highways and back 

roads of Sussex County.  Pat and I have several 

we frequent throughout the area that provide  

us with delicious tomatoes, sweet corn,  

melons, and peppers.  Although I've planted  

five tomato plants of my own, they won't be 

ready to pick for several more weeks.  So, we 

depend upon our local produce stands for the 

freshest fruits and vegetables for our table.   
 

While looking for some sweet corn for dinner  

recently, I paused to look around at all they  

offered in the way of produce ñtomatoes,  

cantaloupe, watermelons, squash, potatoes,  

peppers, plums and peaches, etc.  It occurred  

to me, standing there in the midst of all that  

produce, that this was truly the season for  

producing the fruit of the vine.  And then I was 

reminded of that passage in the Bible where  

Jesus says, òI am the vine, you are the  

branches.  Those who abide in me and I in them 

bear much fruit...My father is glorified by this, 

that you bear much fruit and become my  

disciples.ó  (John 15:5, 8)    
 

During the summer, I like to get away from  

lectionary preaching (prescribed passages of 

scripture preachers can use to preach from 

throughout the year, on a three year cycle) and 

do more topical messages that are tied together 

by a common theme.  It's been on my heart for 

several weeks to do a  summer sermon series 

based on how to be more òfruitfuló as  

Christians.  Looking at all the fruit and  

vegetables at the produce stand reinforced my 

resolve to do just that.   
 

So, beginning July 18 through August 15, I'll be 

trying to answer questions like, òWhat does it 

take for me to be a more fruitful Christian?ó   

òWhat do I need to do to cultivate a closer walk 

with Jesus that's abundant, fruitful, and pur-

poseful?ó  òHow can I be more open to God's 

transforming grace so that I can discover what 

God needs me to do to make a difference in the 

world?ó    
 

The title of my series will be òHow to be a More 

Fruitful Christianó  Of course, my primary 

source of inspiration for this sermon series will 

be the Bible.  Scripture is loaded with stories 

and passages that point to fruitful living ñthe 

kingdom of God, eternal life, immeasurable 

riches, a peace that passes all understanding, 

and, of course, abundant life.   
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However, I'll also be referring to a book that's 

been extremely helpful to me in understanding 

the whole concept of fruitful living in practical 

terms.  The book is called  òFive Practices of 

Fruitful Livingó by Robert Schnase.   
 

My hope and prayer is that at the end of this  

series, we will all have a better grasp of what it 

means to be more fruitful in our walk with 

Christ and that we will grow in the grace and in 

the knowledge and love of God, transformed 

from the inside out so that we can be better 

equipped to help transform our families, our 

church, and ultimately our world in the name of 

Jesus Christ and to the glory of God.  It's also 

my hope that this series will result in some 

small groups being formed that will desire to go 

deeper into these five practices.   
 

As your pastor, and the spiritual leader of this 

church, I am convinced that if we take Jesus' 

words seriouslyñabiding in the vine ñwe can 

face the challenges of our Church today 

(dwindling attendance, reduced giving, declin-

ing membership.)  By practicing Jesus' own 

practices of prayer, solitude, worship, reflec-

tion, study of Scripture, communion, serving, 

and ngaging the suffering with generosity,  we 

can begin to turn this trend around.  Our 

church, òGod's Beach House...where the Son al-

ways shines,ó can be more fruitful and enjoy 

the blessings of God.  But it begins with each of 

us, following Jesus command to,  

 òAbide in me.... ó     
 

Grace and peace to all,  
 

 Pastor Fred         

Women of Faith   
 
 Just to let you know that if you would  

 really like  to go to the "OVER THE TOP" 

 conference in September  but cannot get off 

 work or school to leave with us on Friday 

 morning  it is possible to car -pool up to the 

 hotel, meet us for dinner and go to the  

 Friday evening and Saturday sessions.  We 

 do have more tickets so give it some 

 thought and prayer. Maybe the Lord 

 wants to see you there.  We would love to 

 have you too.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Womenõs Ministry Committee will again 

 host the Holiday Craft Fair and Bake Sale 

 on Saturday, November 20, from 9:00 AM to 

 3:00 PM.  The table fee is $35.  Lunch will 

 be available but there will be no yard sale 

 this year  Proceeds will go to the building 

 fund and local ministry needs.  Watch for 

 more details.    

 

 The Womenõs Ministry Committee will be  

 having a bible study this Fall.  It will  

 probably be a five or six week series.  

 Watch the bulletin for sign -up information.  

 

 Our next meeting is Wednesday, July 14 at  

 7:00 PM in Fellowship Hall.  Come join us!  
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Silent Auction Painting for Antique Show  
 

 A Silent Auction for a framed original painting of òThe 

Good Shepherdó òJohn 10: 14-18ó by Bethel member,  

artist, Jerry (G.R.) Graczyk is now up for bids.   
 

 Since this is the 100th Anniversary of Bethel UMC, Jerry 

has painted the Good Shepherd Stained Glass window, 

found in the main Sanctuary of our church (1910).  
 

 Each year for our Antique Show, Jerry has painted and  

donated a picture for our fund -raisers.  This year it really 

is outstanding!  Since Jerry has made this gift to us, we 

have made over $3,000.  We are so grateful to God for his 

gift and talent.  
 

 The painting will be on display in Fellowship Hall and 

Sanctuary over the coming weeks.  The highest bidder 

will be notified at the end of the Antique Show.   
 

 Please look for the painting and bid, bid, bid!  
 

Thank You, 

Anne Schulze 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The above is a picture taken by camera of the painting 

done by Jerry for this newsletter publication.  
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Sunday MMMon Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 

 

19 20 21 22 23 

 

24 

25 

 

26 27 28 29 30 31 

Softball at Eagleõs Nest 

Wednesdays @ 6:30 pm  

We need YOU on the field!  

UNDESERVEVED 
July 11th to 17th  

Our mission trip is  

finally here! This year we 

will be heading to  

Newark, New York!  

Check out this yearõs 

theme verse:  

Luke 15:11 - 32 . 

Bethel UMC 
129 W. 4th St.  

Lewes, DE 19958 

Ray Davis 
Dir. of Youth And Family Ministries  

Office 645-9426 

Cell 245-9974 

ray@bethellewes.org 

4th of 

July!  
4th of 

July!  

National 

Cousins Day! 
Softball 6:30 pm  

@ Eagleõs Nest 

Beach Bible 

Study  

10 am 

Softball 6:30 pm  

@ Eagleõs Nest 

Beach Bible 

Study  

10 am 

Softball 6:30 pm  

@ Eagleõs Nest 

Beach Bible 

Study  

10 am 

Cow  

Appreciation  

Day! 

National 

Chocolate 

Milk Day!  

Fuel Small 

Group Study 

@ 10:15 am  

Fuel Small 

Group Study 

@ 10:15 am  

National  

Lasagna Day!  

Monday  

July 2010 

http://www.groupworkcamps.com/weekofhope/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=softball
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=softball
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=softball
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 

 

26 27 28 

29 30 31     

August 2010 

Ready for some fun in the sun? Come 

help us celebrate the wonderful  

summer weõve had at our Summer End 

Bash on August 25th!  

Get ready for a fun 

time! We are head-

ing to Six Flags on  

August 9th !  

 

Bethel UMC 
129 W. 4th St.  

Lewes, DE 19958 

Ray Davis 
Dir. of Youth And Family Ministries  

Office 645-9426 

Cell 245-9974 

ray@bethellewes.org 

National  

Mustard Day!  

National  

Watermelon  

Day! 

Air Conditioning 

Appreciation Day!  

National  

Sõmores Day! 

Fuel Small 

Group @ 

10:15 am  

Fuel Small 

Group @ 

10:15 am  

Fuel Small 

Group @ 

10:15 am  

Fuel Small 

Group @ 

10:15 am  

Fuel Small 

Group @ 

10:15 am  

Softball 6:30 pm  

@ Eagleõs Nest 

Beach Bible 

Study  

10 am 

Softball 6:30 pm  

@ Eagleõs Nest 

Beach Bible 

Study  

10 am 

Softball 6:30 pm  

@ Eagleõs Nest 

Beach Bible 

Study  

10 am 

Softball 6:30 pm  

@ Eagleõs Nest 

Beach Bible 

Study  

10 am 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=softball
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=softball
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=softball
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=softball
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 And Family News   

Rayõs Ramblings  

How do you define something that is ever evolving? It is like 
trying to describe a passing cloud. In the blink of an eye, God has 
painted a whole new portrait above us. Young adults do not trans-
form quite as quickly as clouds in the sky, but most of them are in a 
time of ever changing transitions.  

Hello Bethel! My name is Jera Lammy, and I am happy to be 
serving your church this summer as an intern with Ray Davis. As a 
young adult, I have a tendency of looking around to see how many 
people in the room are close to me in age.  Generally, there is not 
too many and this got me asking, òWhy?ó Why arenõt there young 
adults and what are we doing wrong? I wanted to share with you 
some of the things I have discovered when I started examining this 
phase of life we call òyoung adults.ó  

The first transition and decision young adults face when they 
graduate is either to attend college, or to go straight into the work 
force. Churches seem to struggle with staying connected to either 
category of these young adults. If the people go off to college, then 
they are kind of out of sight, out of mind. If they go straight into 
the workforce, sometimes the young adults have to work on  
Sundays and may miss the Sunday service. Or, they just seem  
disinterested. Others are married with children at a young age, and 
still others are in their mid -thirties who choose to be single. How do 
we reach everyone in this age group when there is no rhyme or  
reason?  

One of the goals this summer is to do better outreach with 
the young adults in our church and in our community. We have 
formed a young adult ministry called Fuse. Fuseõs first adventure 
was June 20th to the 26th. A group of nine young adults were sent 
to the Bahamas to do mission work. They were an example of 
Christõs love to the Bahamians through physical and spiritual ser-
vice.  

  Throughout the Summer, Fuse is getting together every 
Sunday night at 7 pm for fun, fellowship and praise. The members 
are encouraged to invite their friends who may not attend church or  
who may not have a relationship with Christ. There are many young 
adults at Bethel who are also involved in the Softball Ministry, the 
praise band, helping out with Fuel Student Ministries and many 
other ministries.  

Iõve mentioned before that young adults are in a time of 
transition. Our church family can help soften these times of  
transition by encouraging them to lean on God when things get 
tough, and to praise God through it all. If you or anyone you know is 
interested in being part of the young adult ministry here at Bethel, 
please contact Ray or myself. We 
would love for you to join us!  

Peace and Patience,  

Jera Lammy  

all4God@live.com  

Pictures ! 
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